THE    ARGONAUTS

brought me home in peace; and I dwell here in the
cave alone, among the savage Cicon tribes, softening
their wild hearts with music and the gentle laws of
Zeus. And now I must go out again, to the ends of all
the earth, far away into the misty darkness, to the
last wave of the Eastern Sea. But what is doomed
must be, and a friend's demand obeyed; for prayers
are the daughters of Zeus, and who honours them
honours him."

Then Orpheus rose up sighing, and took his harp,
and went over Stryrnon. And he led Jason to the
south-west, up the banks of Haliacmon and over the
spurs of'Pindus, to Dodona the town of Zeus, where
it stood by the side of the sacred lake, and the foun-
tain which breathed out fire, in the darkness of the
ancient oakwood, beneath the mountain of the hun-
dred springs. And he led him to the holy oak, where
the black dove settled in old times, and was changed
into the priestess of Zeus, and gave oracles to all
nations round. And he bade him cut down a bough,
and sacrifice to Hera and to Zeus; and they took the
bough and came to lolcos, and nailed it to the beak-
head of the ship.

And at last the ship was finished, and they tried to
launch her down the beach; but she wras too heavy
for them to move her, and her keel sank deep into
the sand. Then all the heroes looked at each other
blushing; but Jason spoke, and said, "Let us ask
the magic bough; perhaps it can help us in our need."